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THE LIVING WHITE HOUSE 

 

NEW BOOK OBSERVES TWO HUNDRED YEARS OF 

LIVING AND WORKING IN THE WHITE HOUSE 

 
 
 

 
The new expanded edition of The Living White House published 
by the White House Historical Association tells the story of more 
than 200 years of living and working in the most famous house in 
America.  Now in its twelfth edition with more than a million 
copies distributed, the enlarged book features an updated and 
expanded text by former White House curator Betty C. Monkman 
and more than 200 new and historic images of past and present 
White House families, children, pets, workers, state occasions, 
weddings, and public and private celebrations. 
 
“There is no place like the White House,” said Neil W. Horstman, 
president of the White House Historical Association.  “It serves as 
a home, an office, a museum and a ceremonial stage that reflects 
the past, the present, and the future of America.  It is a living 
historic house that evolved with every president and his family.”   

      
The new, larger, reorganized edition of The Living White House reflects the various roles 
of the house as office of the president and his staff; center of the nation’s hospitality; 
home of the president and his family; special gardens and grounds; and historic residence 
-– its changes, renovations and staff.  
 
The Living White House was first published in 1966 by the White House Historical 
Association with the cooperation of the National Geographic Society.  First Lady  
Lady Bird Johnson was credited with the original inspiration for this book and she guided 
the preparation of the first edition.  Every first lady since Mrs. Johnson has championed 
The Living White House and has generously assisted with updating each issue.  Laura 
Bush continued the tradition and welcomes readers to learn more about the People’s 
House in the new edition. 
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The White House Historical Association, established in 1961, is a nonprofit organization 
whose goal is to enhance the understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the White 
House.  All proceeds from the association’s trusts, publications and other items are used 
to fund acquisitions of historic furnishings and artwork for the permanent collection, 
assist in the preservation of the public rooms, and further its educational mission. 
 
Betty C. Monkman served more than thirty years in the Office of the Curator, The White 
House, retiring as Chief Curator in 2002.  She is the author of The White House: Its 

Historic Furnishings and First Families and Treasures of the White House, she is a 
frequent contributor to White House History.  
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